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A folder filled with FBI records, 
a newspaper clipping detailing the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and a discus sit together in the archives 
of activist and San Jose State alumnus 
Harry Edwards.
None of the items are a usual library 
checkout for SJSU students at the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, 
but each one provided primary 
research material for students 
to analyze in African-American 
studies associate professor 
Akilah Carter-Francique’s class: 
“The Triumph and Tragedy of Black 
Athletes in U.S. History.”
Edwards, a former SJSU basketball and 
track and field athlete, founded the Olympic 
Project for Human Rights with several 
other activists while he was a sociology 
professor at SJSU. 
The movement garnered international 
attention when SJSU track and field athletes 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos raised their 
fists in a salute, protesting discrimination 
against Black people in the United States, 
during the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City.
“Even when we talk about Black athletes 
or things from history, many things don’t 
get to the book,” Carter-Francique said. 
“Authors have the opportunity to pick and 
choose.”
The class focuses on finding the names 
and voices omitted from the written 
histories of Black athletes.
“It’s more so frustrating because a 
lot of this information shouldn’t 
be hard to find or come 
across,” African-American 
studies senior Aarron Booker 
said. “When we think about 
narratives and who gets to tell 
the story, we should be allowed 
to hear everybody’s story.”
Booker worked as a student 
assistant with Carter-Francique in the 
African-American Studies Department 
at SJSU. He said he always learned new 
information from Carter-Francique, but 
never on the scale of the lessons taught in 
the class.
“Everybody’s story has value and if 
somebody is out there deciding whose story 
By Mauricio La Plante 
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Students read overlooked 
narratives about Black athletes in 
African-American Studies class
University pursues research growth
Employers in Silicon Valley often look 
to San Jose State for much of their future 
workforce.
However,  Mohamed Abousalem, SJSU’s 
inaugural vice president for research and 
innovation, aims to boost the university’s 
image as a center of research and innovation 
led by  students and faculty members.   
“One of the big challenges is that 
San Jose State is not known externally 
as an institution that has rich research,” 
Abousalem said. “Students, when they join, 
they don’t think that there’s an opportunity 
of research here. Partners that we work 
with, they don’t think of San Jose State as a 
research institution. They think of us as a 
workforce producer.”
First to fill the position, Abousalem took 
office in June 2019 and has been working to 
cultivate innovation culture and initiatives 
at SJSU since then.
Rather than sticking to the routine 
teaching methods of the classroom, the 
Research and Innovation Division supports 
institutional projects to explore uncharted 
areas of study. 
Abousalem said he plans to expand 
research and innovation at SJSU by 
strengthening interdisciplinary studies.
In order to expand research beyond 
STEM fields, Abousalem said faculty 
members and students must collaborate 
across different areas of study to create 
groundbreaking research.
“One of the things that attracted me to 
this job is that SJSU is committed to all 
disciplines of research that have public 
impact on our community, on society and 
the world, with no preference to STEM,” 
Abousalem said.
Abousalem mentioned a multi-
disciplinary startup phone application 
that’s taking place on campus called the 
Health Intervention for Minority Males.
“Research is taking place with 
collaboration from the colleges of Health 
and Human Sciences, Social Sciences and 
Engineering and the idea is to develop 
ways to explore innovative strategies to 
reduce isolation, increase social support 
and improve access to healthy food 
and exercise among minority males,” 
Abousalem said. “You cannot say it’s just 
engineering because there’s a mobile app. 
You cannot just say it’s social sciences 
because it’s dealing with people. You 
cannot just call it health because it’s 
dealing with health.”
His undergraduate studies at Alexandria 
University in Egypt did not entail much 
research until his final year through a 
capstone project.
“So think of it: no research whatsoever 
for four years, and then suddenly you’re 
By Briana Conte 
STAFF WRITER
I want to double that 
money that’s coming in for 
research so our students 
and our faculty have all the 
opportunity they can get. 
And [the] money is not 
just for paying, you know, 
the salary or a stipend, 
but it’s also for research 
buildings.
Mohamed Abousalem
inaugural vice president for 
research and innovation 
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THREE PERCENT
On Tuesday, Feb. 18, the Spartan Daily 
published a story titled “Bashing America 
won’t get you votes,” in which the New 
Hampshire contest should have been 
defi ned as a primary election.
On Tuesday, Feb. 18, the Spartan Daily 
published a story titled “Bashing America 
won’t get you votes,” in which a poll by 
Hill-HarrisX should have stated that 47% 
of Americans think speaking out against 
America is unpatriotic.
On Tuesday, Feb. 18, the Spartan Daily 
published a story titled “Coronavirus 
craze is irrational,” in which fl u symptoms 
should have been deemed as treatable.
On Tuesday, Feb. 18, the Spartan Daily 
published a story titled “Coronavirus 
craze is irrational,” in which the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention was 
misidentifi ed.
I really don’t know nothing 
about my culture,’ ” kinesiology 
junior Jocelyn Iglehart said. 
“I feel like when it comes to 
sports, I’ve been taught the bare 
minimum: the Kobe Bryants, 
the Lebron James.”
Carter-Francique said 
that as executive director for 
the Institute for the Study of 
Sport, Society and Social 
Change her research focuses 
on the experiences of Black 
college athletes. 
In her class she plans to 
discuss the experience of Black 
athletes competing at historically 
Black colleges to predominantly 
white institutions.
After being offered the 
course, she revamped 
80% of the curriculum 
because a limited number of 
African-American Studies 
classes tie activism with sport. 
“We’re going to tackle 
a little bit of everything,” 
Carter-Francique said. 
“Whether it be the Civil 
Rights Act, or whether it be 
Title IX and its impact on 
Black men and women in 
sport, even to the dynamic of 
talking about college athletics, 
what race relations have been 
and what created this notion of 
integration.”
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doesn’t have value, it makes you 
think what’s underneath a lot of 
the surface,” Booker said.
Carter-Francique said the 
students’ examination of items 
in Edwards’ archive created an 
opportunity to see a tangible part 
of Edwards’s history, revealing 
more about his insights during 
that formative period.
“Some of the figures, that may 
not be viewed as key figures, 
are actually documented in 
these handwritten documents, 
or photographs and images 
and particularly personal 
photos that individuals such as 
Dr. Edwards may have taken,” 
Carter-Francique said. “So they 
were probably key people for 
him.”
While most textbooks recount 
the events of that time, the 
articles saved by Edwards detail 
the potential danger he saw of 
participating in the 1968 Olympic 
demonstration, particularly as he 
was already under scrutinous 
surveillance from the FBI.
“People were getting 
assassinated back then. 
[Edwards] was targeted by the 
FBI,” Carter-Francique said. 
“Here you are leading this 
movement, but they’re shooting 
leaders of movements, and he’s 
been identified as a leader of a 
movement.”
Edwards’s philosophical 
process for navigating political 
activism is only part of the class.
Students said examining 
the archives helped them look 
beyond the surface of popular 
sports culture.
“It feels good to know, but 
it also makes me feel, ‘Dang, 
ATHLETES
Continued from page 1
expected to do research,” Abousalem said. 
“And when I did that research for the 
capstone project, it was a great experience, 
great learning, and I said, there is something 
for me there, I want to do more.” 
Abousalem said that this experience led 
him to develop software while pursuing his 
graduate degree which a company used to 
integrate its product.
Now as a part of the Transformation 
2030 executive plan for SJSU, Abousalem 
is tasked with providing similar research 
opportunities for students at SJSU.
“I want to double that money that’s 
coming in for research so our students 
and our faculty have all the opportunity 
they can get. And money is not just 
for paying, you know, the salary or a 
stipend, but it’s also for research buildings,” 
Abousalem said. “The Interdisciplinary 
Science Building that is going up on 
campus, that requires money to be funded.”
Currently, federal and state agencies 
as well as San Jose corporations and 
foundations funded about $50 million 
to support research on campus, 
Abousalem said.
As Abousalem seeks to gain more 
revenue, Pamela Stacks, associate vice 
president of the Office of Research, is 
hiring myriad staff members to oversee 
more research at SJSU.
“Particularly, what the research 
development specialists can do is to try to 
help bring these multidisciplinary teams 
together,” Stacks said. “If you think about 
us as an assembly line, I’m at the end of it 
and the research development team is at 
the beginning, trying to get people to work 
together in an effective way, so that I get to 
see a good final product.”  
Stacks began her career at SJSU as 
an assistant professor in the chemistry 
department and gained experience in 
writing awarded grants. 
Now in a leading position in the Office 
of Research, she oversees the development 
of research ideas and assesses each one for 
its ethics and merit.
Under Abousalem, she said that her goal 
is to hire staff with diverse educational 
backgrounds in order to fulfill SJSU’s 
interdisciplinary goals.
However, many of these research 
initiatives are only in the early stages of 
planning, Abousalem said.
Once  construction of the 
Interdisciplinary Science Building 
is completed, Abousalem said, 
interdisciplinary ideas will come to 
fruition.
“The classroom is proven that is not 
enough, but how can we give them more 
and beyond the class,” Abousalem said.
Abousalem emphasized that he is here to 
vocalize the mission that SJSU has already 
been working toward. 
At the moment, 
however, he said there 
is a need to raise more 
awareness of the work 
that the Research and 
Innovation Division is 
conducting. 
Abousalem said this 
can be done by ensuring 
counselors, as a body, 
are up to date with the 
latest programs, events 
for students and research 
opportunities available.
“Even if your counselor 
today doesn’t have that 
information, your faculty [members] 
will be connected in one way or another 
with research. And that could be a good 
opportunity for the student to gravitate 
towards their passion,” Abousalem said.
RESEARCH
Continued from page 1
Even when we talk about Black athletes or 
things from history, many things don’t get to 
the book. Authors have the opportunity to pick 
and choose.
Akilah Carter-Francique
African-American studies associate professor
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The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San 
Jose State community’s 
top news source. New 
issues are published every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday throughout the 
academic year and online 
content updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is 
written and published by 
San Jose State students 
as an expression of their 
First Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 












































The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have 
made such an error,  
please send an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion 
of individual writers and 
not that of the Spartan 
Daily. Editorials refl ect 
the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board, 
which is made up of 
student editors.
Follow the Spartan Daily 
on Twitter @SpartanDaily
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African-American studies senior Aarron Booker snaps a photo of a jacket that belonged to San Jose 
State alumnus Harry Edwards as his class examined archives at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
Carter-Francique said she 
plans to provide historical 
context to the experiences 
of athletes such as Alice 
Coachman, the first Black 
woman to win an Olympic gold 
medal, and professional boxer 
Muhammad Ali. 
“We won’t hit everything but 
my goal is to provide a snippet, 
if you will, of the possibility 
of issues that can be explored 
in sport,” Carter-Francique said. 
“Particularly understanding the 
students in the class.” 
Some students, however, 
started the class with  a 
critical view of Black athlete 
representation. 
Iglehart specifically referenced 
SJSU’s portrayal of Olympic 
legends Smith and Carlos.
“I just feel like it’s kind of 
used, like, by the majority as a 
way to put the school as we are 
this school, but they don’t live 
through that,” Iglehart said.
For Booker, understanding 
the activists’ sacrifice is most 
important.
“Often times despite the 
position you’re in, you’ll 
be asked to sacrifice a lot to 
make a change,” Booker said. 
“Afterwards that change will be 
celebrated but during that time 
frame you’ll either be ridiculed 
for it or punished in some matter 
or your story won’t be told in its 
entirety.”
Corrections
The Spartan Daily regrets these errors. 
Clarifi cations
On Tuesday, Feb. 18, the Spartan Daily 
published a story titled “Bashing America 
won’t get you votes,” in which Indiana 
should have been described as a moderately 
conservative state.
On Tuesday, Feb. 18, the Spartan Daily 
published a story titled “Bashing America 
won’t get you votes,” which should have 
specifi ed that Trump’s vote counts in Iowa 
and New Hampshire were compared to former 
President Barack Obama’s 2012 and former 
President George W. Bush’s 
2004 vote counts.
STACKS
This story is part of an ongoing 
series called “Three Percent” 
about the African American/
Black student experience at 
San Jose State.
I was never a fan of 
self-driving cars, until it 
was revealed how many 




autonomous cars in 
2016 and despite the fear 
surrounding the dangers 
of these vehicles, this 
step in the automotive 
industry is a necessity.
According to The 
Guardian, one of the self-
driving vehicles, a Volvo 
SUV, was caught making 
a massive amount of 
errors such as running 
red lights and even 
hitting pedestrians. 
These debacles 
caused the California 
Department of Motor 
Vehicles to revoke Uber’s 
license of registration 
for 16 vehicles in use, 
according to The New 
York Times.
Despite these cases, 
as of Feb. 5, California’s 
DMV issued permits 
to various self-driving 
vehicles, allowing them 
to test its technology on 
public roads once again. 
Rather than focusing 
on banning self-driving 
vehicles, we should work 
on more important issues 
such as sexual assault 
cases and rape.
I like the idea of Uber 
using self-driving cars. 
According to ABC 
News, Uber voluntarily 
released information 
of 2,936 reports of 
sexual assault cases that 
occurred in 2017. 
The following year 
there were 3,045 reported 
for the 1.3 billion rides.
The company also 
counted 464 reports of 
rape in 2017-18, with 
92% of the victims being 
riders.
Of course, these 
are only the reported 
numbers; it’s possible 
that they are much higher 
in reality.
I question whether 
driverless cars or drivers 
behind the wheel are 
more ethically right than 
the other. 





capable of making moral 
decisions, using the trolly 
problem as an example.
The trolly problem, 
is an ethics experiment 
where a trolly speeds 
down the tracks at five 
people tied down, you 
can either pull the lever 
to divert the train to the 
other track, sacrificing 
one person, or do 
nothing, killing the 
five people. 
Engineers will have 
to tackle this problem 
and decide between 
prioritizing passengers or 
people on the road. 
Self-driving cars have 
had 37 crashes reported 
in a two-year span 
according to CNBC, 
which is a lot less than 
reports taken of sexual 
assault cases within two 
years; which is why I 
think self-driving cars 
are more ethical. 
With the discussion 
of autonomous cars 
being able to make moral 
decisions or not, why 
aren’t humans taken up 
to those same standards. 
Because at the end of 
the day, humans are the 
ones consciously making 
the decision to commit a 
crime against someone, 
whereas a computer-
operated vehicle isn’t. 
The fact that anyone 
can become an Uber 
driver and anyone can 
book a ride with Uber is 
putting your life on the 
line. 
For drivers, they don’t 
know who is getting in 
the car or whether they 
have a weapon on them.
For a rider, they have 
to trust that their driver 
takes them to their 
destination and does not 
harm them.  
Whether we like it or 
not, Uber self-driving 
vehicles are going to be 
on the road someday and 
I’m convinced that it’s 
going to be safer than 
having actual ride share 
drivers on the streets.
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Uber has tested self-driving cars in California since 2016. They have been involved in 37 accidents.
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 




















35. Most dogs have them




























7. A systematic plan for 
therapy













36. 12 in a foot



















Complete the grid so that every row, column and 




What do you 
call someone 














or email us at
SpartanDailyAdvertising
@gmail.com
Visit our offi ce at
DBH 213
Offi ce Hours:
1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
02/18/2020
Uber drivers are better as robots
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Rather than focusing 
on banning self-driving 
vehicles, we should work 
on more important issues 




Do you ever think twice 
about the water you are 
about to drink?
 Well, with the Central 
Valley’s newly licensed 
permit that is currently 
poisoning our drinking 
supply, I’d recommend you 
start taking a closer look at 
where you are getting your 
water.   
Th e Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality 
Control Board approved a 
25-year permit on Dec. 5, 
2019 that allows farmers to 
discharge toxic wastewater 
into the San Joaquin River 
and Bay-Delta, according 
to Th e Mercury News. 
According to American 
Rivers, an organization 
that aims to protect 
clean water across the 
nation, the San Joaquin 
watershed provides 
drinking water to more 
than 4.5 million people 
and aid to numerous at-
risk species of fish. 
According to Th e 
Mercury News and 
the Water Education 
Foundation, the rivers 
specifi cally provide 
drinking water to various 
locations such as Santa 
Clara, San Francisco, 
Alameda, Solano County 
and Southern California. 
Discharged wastewater 
from agriculture has 
the potential to create 
pollution in California’s 
drinking water, aff ecting 
its quality, releasing 
selenium and mercury into 
the water, according to 
the Water Quality Control 
Plan of the Central Valley 
Region, which monitors 
water pollution in the 
Central Valley.
High levels of mercury 
aren’t good in children 
because their brains are still 
developing. 
Th e California 
Sportsfi shing Protection 
Alliance, stated that these 
same chemicals caused the 
Kesterson Refuge Disaster 
in 1983. Th e incident 
uncovered extremely 
deformed and dead 
waterfowl at the refuge, in 
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Communication or SJSU. Th e Spartan Daily is a public forum. 
SJ drinking water needs protection
The 25-year permit is not 
only bad for our rivers 
and drinking supply, but 
it is also aff ecting global 
warming.
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The San Joaquin River is one of the Central Valley’s major water contributors for drinking purposes.
central California’s wildlife 
services. 
Webmed, an American 
health publication, said 
that these synthetics are 
crucial to people because 
too much selenium causes 
fever, nausea, bad liver, 
kidney and heart problems. 
Doses can also cause death 
and mercury is a huge 
threat to pregnant mothers 
and children who 
consume fi sh. 
 “Only in California 
would the state admit that 
agricultural pollution could 
soon make the Central 
Valley’s water unusable,” 
Regina Chichizola, co-
director of save California 
Salmon said in a 2019 
YubaNet.com article 
by the Pacifi c Coast 
Federation of Fishermen’s 
Associations.“Encourage 
the use of unfarmable 
lands, then divert toxins 
into our rivers and 
drinking water, and call it a 
solution.”
Th e California 
Sportsfi shing Protection 
Alliance revealed that not 
only are these poisons 
endangering our fi sh, 
but they also prevent 
indigenous families 
from eating traditional 
foods and possibly cause 
permanent learning 
disorders to children. 
Th e 25-year permit is 
not only bad for our rivers 
and drinking supply, but 
it is also aff ecting global 
warming. 
According to the Water 
Education Foundation, 
the Edmonston Pumping 
Plant is the world’s largest 
water lift  that delivers 
water that helps supply 
Southern California. 
Th is permit is a 
statewide issue and 
recognizing that the 
Regional Water Quality 
Control Board thoughtfully 
approved of the discharge 
of toxic wastewaters has 
only created vast problems 
to our economy. 
Who knows? Maybe 
they needed to fi nd 
another solution to start 
dumping discharge toxins 
because their previous 
result wasn’t working. 
According to the Water 
Quality Control Plan of 
the Central Valley Region, 
California created the 
Department of Toxic 
Substances Control, 
which issues permits for 
hazardous waste treatment, 
storage and disposal 
facilities. Th at includes 
waste incinerators that are 
stored in warehouses with 
landfi lls, waste pills and 
land treatment units in 
tanks. 
With these solutions 
being made, I think it’s 
interesting that the Central 
Valley Regional Water 
Board issued this permit in 
the fi rst place, considering 
that they should have seen 
these issues coming. 
 Fortunately for us, 
this permit is said to be 
reviewed in two years, so I 
think it’s our duty to have 
this permit demolished 
before it wrecks us. 
Th is shade’s velvety 
consistency gleamed in my 
hand and made my jaw drop. 
I sprayed my brush with 
water to pick up the shade 
and placed it on my lid. Th e 
metallic fi nish of this shade 
was unbelievable. 
I decided to intensify 
the look, so I tapped into 
“GRWM,” a shimmering 
natural copper shade with 
silver specks of glitter in it. 
I pressed it on top but I was 
hoping it would be more 
pigmented. However, it was 
still a nice shade and gave a 
nice payoff .
To fi nish this dusk look, I 
needed to experiment with 
the variety of purples and reds 
available.  
Th ese are essential to try in 
any palette because it is hard 
to create and achieve great 
pigment payoff  with purples, 
which can look patchy if not 
pressed correctly. 
Red pigments can easily 
stain the eye or irritate 
sensitive skin. 
I fi rst dabbed “Th erapy 
Sesh,” a matte orchid shade, 
into my inner corner. It went 
on easily with only one brush 
tapping. Th e color seems to be 
pastel but once pressed onto 
the inner corner, it gives a 
perfect and fl awless pop. 
To add sparkle to the inner 
corner and garnish the look, 
I went into “Empowered,” a 
shimmering jam shade. 
Th e color was beautiful but 
had too much fallout, which is 
when pigment from the shade 
falls onto your face. 
I usually don’t mind fallout, 
but with a color as vibrant 
as red, it is hard to take it off  
your face.
YouTuber and makeup 
artist Jaclyn Hill debuted 
her new “Jaclyn Hill Palette 
Volume II” and “Morphe 
x Jaclyn Hill Th e Master 
Remix collection” brush set 
extension on Feb. 13 with 
Morphe, a Los Angeles-based 
makeup brand with more 
than 10 million 
Instagram followers. 
Hill is a YouTube beauty 
infl uencer who created her 
fi rst makeup tutorial in 2012 
in Florida and currently 
has more than 5 million 
subscribers. 
Th e palette and brush 
extension set is Hill’s fourth 
and fi ft h product installment 
in the collection series, “Jaclyn 
Hill x Morphe.”
Hill’s brush collections 
included an eye set, a face set 
and a master brush collection. 
Th e newest brush extension is 
a set of face and eye brushes 
that elevates the collection to 
a new level.
When I heard about the 
new palette, I asked myself if 
it is truly necessary to have 
another collaboration with 
Hill? 
But then I saw the pictures 
of the palette and took back 
my initial judgment. 
Th e palette has a desert 
sunset color scheme that 
can easily be used on a daily 
basis but also includes intense 
colors to create a bold look 
for $39. For 35 shades, the 
price is more than reasonable, 
especially when other brands 
sell 20-pan palettes for more 
than $50. 
I do like the colors of the 
“Jaclyn Hill Palette Volume 
II” better than her fi rst one 
because it is warm-toned 
and gives off  a bronzed 
summer look. 
Although the whole 
palette is gorgeous, there are 
35 shades, so this review will 
be focusing on the colors I 
used for my eyeshadow.
I dipped into two shades 
on the top row of the palette 
fi rst to create my “Sahara 
Desert” look: “Love Handles,” 
a matte peach cobbler shade 
and “Perfectionist,” a matte 
nectarine shade. 
Th e buttery and cream-
textured shades look soft  but 
are actually more vibrant 
when put onto the crease. Th e 
pink and peach undertones 
created a dreamy pink sunset 
view on my eye. 
Aft er blending my crease I 
decided to keep the warmth 
of the look going. I dipped 
into “Grateful,” a matte clay-
brick color, and placed it in 
between the gap of my crease 
and lid. 
Th e shade was nice, 
but I expected it to be a 
brighter red.
To make this sunset dream 
on my eyes, I needed to 
create the sun. I picked up 
the  shimmering marmalade 
shade “Flawed & Awed,” that 
looked perfect and just to 
make sure it did, I swatched it 
on my hand. 
Oh my goodness.
Th e fi nal look really did 
resemble a sunset and the 
colors blended well together 
once fi nished. 
One shade that I did not use 
but want to mention is “Drama 
Queen,” a shimmering pink 
diamond shade. 
It’s my standout favorite 
in the whole palette. Aft er 
swatching it on my hand, the 
color reminded me of a pink 
ballerina slipper shining in 
a spotlight. 
Hill’s fi rst collection 
product, the 35-pan palette, 
launched in 2017 and 
encompassed more neutral 
shades with minimal pops 
of color. In 2018, she created 
“Th e Vault,” a collection 
consisting of four individual 
palettes with 15 shades each 
and signature color stories.
“Jaclyn Hill Palette Volume 
II” is a palette with fun vivid 
shades that are completely 
diff erent from her fi rst palette. 
Th e beauty community was 
not expecting this launch 
from Hill, but she surprised 
everyone and once again 
made a gorgeous palette.  It 
seemed unnecessary, but I am 
glad it is here.
It earns Bri-approval.
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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Hill’s palette is a sunset dream
BRI’S BEAUTY
Follow Brianna on Twitter
@briannaanna_














Bri’s Beauty, a column 
dedicated to all things 
beauty-related, appears every 
Wednesday.
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New courts ready for new season
San Jose State’s beach 
volleyball team plans to put its 
commuting days behind them 
when it step onto their home 
sand this weekend against 
Ottawa University (Arizona) 
University of Oregon and 
Santa Clara University. 
The 2020 season will be the 
seventh overall and the first 
season in the program’s history 
to have home courts, which 
are located next to the Spartan 
Soccer Complex. 
Interim head coach Delainey 
Gregory said the courts will 
definitely have an impact this 
year and that the players are 
ready for it. 
“Commuting is fine, there’s 
no complaining here. We do 
what we need to do, get the 
job done and grind it out,” said 
Gregory. “We are appreciative 
of everything and getting these 
courts is amazing.” 
The players said they 
appreciate the courts as well, 
recognizing the opportunity 
to having a home-court 
advantage. 
“We went from having to 
travel 40 minutes a day to West 
Valley, an hour each way to 
Santa Cruz on the weekends 
to having these beautiful 
courts here where we can just 
walk from campus or home,” 
communications junior Kiley 
Lingenfelter said. 
Advertising senior Kaitlynn 
Zdroik said she’s grateful to 
have been with the players 
who worked for these courts 
and taught today’s seniors the 
volleyball grind. 
“We need to continue 
to earn these courts . . . We 
worked so hard without them 
and now we have to keep that 
mentality,”  Zdroik said. 
Opening its season against 
Ottawa University (Arizona) 
Friday morning, the team has 
spent the last month training. 
“We’ve been working really 
hard this preseason,” said 
Gregory. “We’ve had four weeks 
to prepare and the women 
have done a really good job 
at buying into what [assistant 
coach Taylor Gregory] and I 
have been working on with 
them.”
Taylor Gregory also serves 
as the recruiting coordinator 
for the team. 
Kinesiology senior Caitlin 
Bettenay said that the courts 
have enabled all the players to 
be able to train more often and 
become more fit. 
“We’ve been more focused 
and I see a lot more strategy 
and technique in our game this 
year that will hopefully transfer 
into the season,”  Bettenay said. 
This season will be Bettenay’s 
second and last season with the 
Spartans, as she is a transfer 
from Portland State. 
Bettenay said that, for 
her and many of the other 
upperclassmen, this season 
is the start of a professional 
journey as she plans to continue 
her career professionally in 
Europe after spring.
 Thirteen players on the 
roster play both indoor and 
beach volleyball and are used 
to the transition from the 
hardwood to the sand in the 
spring. The indoor volleyball 
team ended the season with an 
overall record of 10-19. 
“We had a really challenging 
indoor season together which 



































34 Caitlin Bettenay 
44 Kiley Lingenfelter 
We went from having to travel 40 minutes 
a day to West Valley, an hour each way to 
Santa Cruz on the weekends to having these 
beautiful courts here where we can just walk 










Bettenay said. “The culture is 
really close-knit because of it.” 
Beach volleyball does not 
have a conference like indoor 
volleyball does, but Delainey 
Gregory said the Mountain 
West Conference may be 
starting one soon.
Until then, the Spartans will 
play their games until the last 
volleyball hits the sand in May. 
“We’re going to be scrappy 
San Jose-style volleyball again. 
We’re going to surprise a lot of 




Feb. 29 vs. Pacifi c  
2 p.m.
March 7 vs. UC Davis 
9 a.m.
March 14 vs. UC Berkeley
9 a.m.
April 11 vs. Stanford
5 p.m.
Left:
Senior Caitlin Bettenay 
leaps to return the 
ball during a Feb. 2019 
match.  She looks to 
finish her final year 
strong as she leaves 
for Europe to pursue a 
professional career at 
the end of the season. 
Top: 
Seniors Thaliana 
Grajeda and Kaitlynn 
Zdroik celebrate 
during SJSU’s victory 
versus the University of 
San Francisco. 
Bottom: 
Senior Thaliana Grajeda 
goes up for the block 
against USF. 
TAYLOR LUPETTI | THE SPEAR ARCHIVES
Feb. 21 vs. Ottawa (Arizona)
9 a.m.
Feb. 21 vs.  Oregon
3 p.m.
Feb. 22 vs. UC Davis 
9 a.m.
Feb. 22 vs. Santa Clara
2 p.m.
Feb. 23 vs. Grand Canyon
12 p.m.
Feb. 27 vs. Sacramento State
3 p.m.
Feb. 28 vs. University of San 
Francisco
12 p.m.
Feb. 29 vs. Sacramento State
(in Stockton)
12 p.m.
March 9 vs. Stephen F. Austin
4 p.m.
March 14 vs. Saint Mary’s 
(at UC Berkeley)
12 p.m.
March 21 vs. Sacramento State
9 a.m.
March 21 vs. UC Davis
12 p.m.
March 21 vs. Boise State 
3 pm.
March 24 vs. Stanford 
3 pm.
March 26 vs. University of 
Portland  
3 p.m.
April 4 vs. Pacifi c  
2 pm.
April 11 vs. Santa Clara 
(at Stanford University)
3 p.m.
